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POLITICS 
SPECIFICATION 

Use this list to make sure you have covered all aspects of 

the course.  

Component 1 UK Politics
Democracy
The features of direct democracy and representative democracy.
The similarities and differences between direct democracy and representative 

democracy.
The advantages and disadvantages of direct democracy and representative 

democracy.
The health of democracy in the UK.
How do people participate in politics beyond voting.
The participation crisis and the so called democratic deficit.
The debate as to whether and how democracy in the UK should be reformed 
and improved.
How participation can influence and have impact on society. 
Pressure group activity and access points in a representative democracy.
Methods, motives and reasons for failures and successes of pressure groups 
in contemporary politics.
Case studies of two different pressure groups highlighting appropriate failure 
and success of their cause. This should include a cause group and a sectional 
group.
The factors which lay behind both the success and failures of pressure groups 
with clear working examples drawn from several types of pressure groups.
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Other collective organisations and groups such as think tanks, lobbyists and 
corporations, including their methods, impact and influence on government 
and Parliament
Group politics above and beyond pressure groups, examining how other 
collective bodies influence contemporary UK politics. 
Think tanks and their impact on policy formation and adoption, the role of 
professional lobbyists in influencing administrators, and legislators.
Corporations and elite groups who have access and influence to those who 
hold power.
The concept of rights and responsibilities of the individual and the 
development of these in contemporary society.
Major milestones in their development, including the significance  of Magna 
Carta and more recent developments including the Human Rights Act 1998 
and Equality Act 2010.
Discuss the importance of the Human Rights Act 1998 and its scope.  
Consider the calls for a UK based Bill of Rights to replace the HRA
Define the growth of rights and the role of the state in accepting responsibility 
for their provision.
Investigate the concept of duty – where a citizen is obliged or even coerced to 
act in a certain manner
Examining the legislation and the relevant cases where both civil liberties and 
rights are defined and contested.
Debates over the extent and limits of the UK’s rights based culture, including 
the effectiveness of contributions from civil liberty pressure groups – including 
Liberty and The Howard League for Penal Reform.
The tension between individual liberty and collective rights. 

The following you need to have a working knowledge of but will never 
come up as a question (you have to use them as examples) 

Key milestones in the widening of the franchise, including the 1832 Great 
Reform Act and the 1918, 1928 and 1969 Representation of the People Acts.
How these Acts have extended the franchise, particularly in relation to class, 
gender, ethnicity and age.
The work of the suffragists/suffragettes to extend the franchise.
The work of a current movement to extend the franchise.
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Political Parties
The functions and features of political parties in the UK’s representative 

democracy.
A clear awareness of the political spectrum and constructing the ability to 

define left and right wing ideas within the UK political system
The importance of the manifesto prior to election and the relevance of the 

mandate for the successful party.
Political party manifestoes and promises. The theory and practice of the 

mandate and how political parties once in government claim the legitimacy 
to act.

The right wing and left wing in UK politics.
How parties are currently funded, and debates about the consequences and 

implications of the current funding system. 
Consideration of alternative funding systems and financial restrictions. 

Political party funding and achieving fairness. How the system works now 
and suggestions for retaining the current practice and the case for reform.

The origins and development of the Conservative Party and an outline of their 
ideas and current policies on the economy, law and order, welfare and 
foreign policy.

The current factions within the Conservative Party and the polices and ideas 
linked to them – One Nation and Thatcherism

The origins and development of the Labour Party and an outline of their ideas 
and current policies on the economy, law and order, welfare and foreign 
policy.

The current factions within the Labour Party and the polices and ideas linked 
to them – Old Labour, New Labour/Third Way

The origins and development of the Liberal Democrat Party and an outline of 
their ideas and current policies on the economy, law and order, welfare 
and foreign policy.

The current factions within the Liberal Democratic Party and the polices and 
ideas linked to them –Social Liberals and Orange Book Liberals

Emerging and minor UK political parties. How other political parties have 
taken a share of the vote, the rise of the minor and fall of the major parties.

The growth of other parties in the UK.
The policies and success levels of two other minor parties. 
The influence and impact other political parties have on the three ‘major’ 

parties.
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The various models of political party classification – one party dominant, two 
party, two and a half party and multi-party systems.

How the UK party system is classified in Westminster and beyond.
Various factors that affect party success, including party leadership, party 

unity and division, and the media, and their relative importance.
Consensus and adversary politics and how the major parties fit into this 

dichotomy.
Understanding the various models of political party classification
How these models can be said to apply in Westminster and in local and 

regional politics
How unified are the major parties and what divisions are within them

Electoral systems 
Different electoral systems.
First-past-the-post (FPTP), Additional Member System (AMS), Single 

Transferable Vote (STV) Supplementary Vote (SV).
The advantages and disadvantages of these different systems.
Comparison of first-past-the-post (FPTP) to a different electoral system to a 

devolved parliament/assembly.
The benefits and problems associated with FPTP and the chances of its 

reform or replacement
The debate between using ‘proportional’ voting systems – the dilemma 

between fair representation and effective government.
How alternative systems have worked in the various regions and contexts 

where they have been used. A judgment on their worth and issues arising 
from the use of alternative systems to FPTP

 The difference between pluralistic majoritarian and proportional systems
Debates on why different electoral systems are used in the UK.
The impact of the electoral system on the government or type of government 

appointed.
The impact of different systems on party representation and of electoral 

systems on voter choice.
How and why differing electoral systems were introduced alongside 

constitutional changes since 1997
Winners and losers under different electoral systems – the impact on 

government and also their formation, political parties (major and minor) 
and voter participation, engagement and choice

The battle between securing fair representation and effective government
Referendums 
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How referendums have been used in the UK and their impact on UK political 
life since 1997.

 The case for and against referendums in a representative democracy. Are 
they good or bad? 

Referendums in modern democracies, their links with initiatives
National voting behaviour and changes over time a move away from social 

class to issue voting

Voting Behaviour and the Media 
Case studies of three elections (one from the period 1945–92, the 1997 

election, and one since 1997), the results and their impact on parties and 
government.

The factors that explain the outcomes of these elections, including:
the reasons for and impact of party policies and
manifestos, techniques used in their election
campaigns, and the wider political context of the elections
class-based voting and other factors influencing voting
patterns, such as partisanship and voting attachment
gender, age, ethnicity and region as factors in influencing voting behaviour, 

turnout and trends.
Analysis of the national voting-behaviour patterns for these elections, 

revealed by national data sources and how and why they vary.
The influence of the media. Understanding and defining the media – press, TV 

social media etc.
The assessment of the role and impact of the media on politics – both during 

and between key general elections, including the importance and 
relevance of opinion polls, media bias and persuasion.

All forms of media as tools of persuasion. Does the media reflect or create 
opinions and political views?

Opinion polls – their use and impact

Component 1 Core Political Ideas
Liberalism 
Core ideas and principles of liberalism and how they relate to human nature, 

the state, society or the economy:
individualism – the primacy of the individual in society over 

any group – to cover egoistical individualism and developmental 
individualism
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freedom/liberty – the ability and right to make decisions in your own interests 
based on their view of human nature – to cover how liberals guarantee 
individual freedom, the link between freedom and individualism, that 
freedom is ‘under the law’

state – it is ‘necessary’ to avoid disorder, but ‘evil’ as it has potential to 
remove individual liberty, thus should be limited; 
this is linked to the liberal view of the economy

rationalism – the belief that humans are rational creatures, capable of 
reason and logic- to cover how rationalism underpins individual’s ability 
to define their own best interests and make their own moral choices, 
creating a progressive society

equality/social justice – the belief that individuals are of equal value and that 
they should be treated impartially and fairly by society – to cover 
foundational and formal equality and equality of opportunity

liberal democracy – a democracy that balances the will of the people, as 
shown through elections, with limited government (state) and a respect 
for civil liberties in society – to cover why liberals support it as well as 
why they are concerned with it.

You must be aware of the following:
how these principles relate to each other and other core principles
the differing views and tensions within liberalism over these principles
how key thinkers relate to these ideas

Key similarities and differences within the liberal tradition
Including:
how the core ideas and principles relate to each other
the differing views and tensions within liberalism over these principles
how key thinkers relate to these ideas

Conservatism 
Core ideas and principles of conservatism and how they relate to human 

nature, the state, society or the economy:
pragmatism – flexible approach to society with decisions made on the basis of 

what works – to cover links between pragmatism and tradition 
conservative and one nation philosophy   
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tradition – accumulated wisdom of past societies, and a connection between 
the generations – to cover how this creates stability, links with organic 
change, enhances human’s security    

human imperfection – humans are flawed which makes them incapable of 
making good decisions for themselves – to cover the three aspects of 
psychological, moral and intellectual imperfection   

organic society/state – society/state is more important than any individual 
parts – to cover how this links to how this underpins the beliefs of authority 
and hierarchy and a cohesive society   

paternalism – benign power exerted from above by the state which governs 
in the interests of the people – to cover both ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ paternalism  

libertarianism (specifically neo-liberalism) – upholds liberty, seeking to 
maximise autonomy and free choice mainly in the economy – to cover 
the moral and economic values associated with this idea.   

Including:
how these principles relate to each other and other core principles
the differing views and tensions within conservatism over these principles
how key thinkers relate to these ideas
Summary of key similarities and differences within the conservative tradition

Socialism  
Core ideas and principles of conservatism and how they relate to human 

nature, the state, society or the economy:
collectivism – to cover how collective human effort is both of greater practical 

value to the economy and moral value to society than the effort of 
individuals

common humanity – to cover the nature of humans as social creatures with a 
tendency to cooperation, sociability and rationality and how the individual 
cannot be understood without reference to society as human behaviour is 
socially determined

equality − is a fundamental value of socialism – to cover the disagreements 
amongst socialists about the nature of equality, and how it is critical to the 
state, society, the economy and human nature
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social class - a group of people within society who have the same 
socioeconomic status – to cover the extent to which class impacts on 
socialists’ views of society, the state and the economy

workers’ control − to cover the importance and the extent of control over the 
economy and/or state and how it is to be achieved.

Including:
how the core ideas and principles relate to each other
the differing views and tensions within socialism over these principles
how key thinkers relate to these ideas
summarise key debates in socialist tradition between Marxist socialism, 

revisionist socialism and the third way and between revolutionary and 
evolutionary socialism

Global Politics   
The state: nation state and of national sovereignty.
Characteristics of a nation state and of national sovereignty.
Nation state – political community bound together by citizenship and 

nationality.
National sovereignty – state’s absolute power over citizens and subjects
The different challenges to and erosion of sovereignty
Investigate the extent to which sovereignty is still a significant concept in 

global politics
The process of globalisation
Complex web of interconnectedness – the factors driving globalisation is the 

interlinking of people (social), countries, institutions, culture, economics, 
technology and politics.

The ways and extent to which globalisation address and resolves 
contemporary issues, such as poverty, conflict, human rights and the 
environment.

The concept of globalisation including the different forms that it can take and 
the factors driving globalisation. To include cultural, economic and political

The positive and negatives of political globalisation
The positive and negatives of economic globalisation
The positive and negatives of cultural globalisation
The positives and negatives of globalisation generally
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Continuing investigation of the impact that globalisation has had on the 
contemporary issues 

Deglobalisation as a phenomenon 
Its impact on the state system.

Widening and deepening interconnectedness and interdependence.
Challenge to state control over citizens in areas such as law.
On the development of international law.
Humanitarian and forcible intervention.
The debate between hyperglobalisers, globalisation sceptics and 

transformationalists, including the realist and liberal views.
The impact of globalisation on sovereign states in areas such as law to 

include the development of international law
The impact of globalisation on humanitarian intervention 
Debates about the impact of globalisation including its advantages and   

disadvantages.
The impact of globalisation, and its implications for the nation state and 

national sovereignty.
The ways and extent to which globalisation address and resolves 

contemporary issues, such as poverty, conflict, human rights and the 
environment.

Global governance: political and economic
Political: The United Nations (UN).
Origins and development of the UN, including its 1945 charter. 
Role and significance of the UN to include the Security Council, General 

Assembly, Economic and Social Council, International Court of Justice 
including their strengths and weaknesses.

The further development of the role, aims and objectives of the UN to include 
new areas of interest like climate change

The strengths and weaknesses of each of the listed institutions of the United 
Nations

Political: North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO)
Role and significance including the changing role, particularly since the end of 

the cold war, and strengths and weaknesses.
Economic: International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank 
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Role and significance of these institutions, including their strengths and 
weaknesses

Significance of how global economic governance deals with the issue of 
poverty, including:

The North-South divide and other measurements to include world-systems 
theory, dependency, orthodox and alternative measurements of poverty.

Classical economic development theory, structural theory, neo-classical 
development theory.

Economic: The World Trade Organization (WTO) and G7/G8 and G20. 
Role and significance of these institutions, including their strengths and 

weaknesses.
Significance of how global economic governance deals with the issue of 

poverty, including:
The North-South divide and other measurements to include world-systems 

theory, dependency, orthodox and alternative measurements of poverty.
Classical economic development theory, structural theory, neo-classical 

development theory.
The origins of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and G7/G8 and G20 with 

a focus on the original aims and objectives
The further development of the role, aims and objectives of the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) and G7/G8 and G20 and in relation to the North-
South divide

The strengths and weaknesses of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and 
G7/G8 and G20, including praise and criticism and theoretical 
perspectives

The ways and extent to which political and economic institutions address and 
resolve contemporary global issues, such as those involving conflict, 
poverty, human rights and the environment.

how the following prevents the UN Security Council from effectively 
addressing and resolving the issues above: 

the membership and structure
the use of Veto.

how the following prevents the IMF and World Bank from effectively 
addressing and resolving the issues above: 
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pressure for reform and criticism, including Structural Adjustment 
Programmes (SAPs), global economic crisis.

The role and significance of the global civil society and non-state actors 
including non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in addressing and 
resolving the issues above.

Consideration generally of the role and significance of the global civil society 
to include non-governmental organisations in addressing and resolving 
global issues

Global governance: 
Human rights

Origins and development of international law and institutions (International 
Court of Justice, International Criminal Court, special UN tribunals and 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) in creating the concept of global 
politics.

Sources of authority, including the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights.

The key issues of these institutions in dealing with human rights:
Impact on state sovereignty.
Rise of humanitarian interventions and growth in 1990s with examples of 

successful and unsuccessful intervention.
Reasons for selective interventionism, development of responsibility to 

protect and conflict with state sovereignty.
Examples of alleged Western double standards/hypocrisy.

Controversies, successes, failures, criticism and praise for the ICJ
Controversies, successes, failures, criticism and praise for the ICC
Controversies, successes, failures, criticism and praise for the special UN 

tribunals
Controversies, successes, failures, criticism and praise for the ECHR

Environmental
3.2.1 The role and significance of the United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
The creation of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and 

its role and significance.
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The ways and extent to which these institutions address and resolve 
contemporary global issues, such as those involving conflict, poverty, 
human rights and the environment.

How the following issues affect international law from effectively addressing 
and resolving the issues above:

debate about the effectiveness and implications for state sovereignty and 
the extent to which international law is accepted and enforced

performance of the international courts, including controversies.
How the following issues affect global environmental governance from 

effectively addressing and resolving the issues above:
Competing views about how to tackle environmental issues to include:

shallow green ecology versus deep green ecology
sustainable development and tragedy of the commons.

Strengths and weaknesses of international agreements, including key 
highlights from Rio, Kyoto, Copenhagen, Paris.

Disagreements over responsibility and how best to tackle climate change
Obstacles to international cooperation and agreement, including sovereignty, 

developed versus developing world division and disagreement over 
responsibility and measurement.

The role and significance of the global civil society and non-state actors 
including non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in addressing and 
resolving the issues above.
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KEY ESSAY 
QUESTIONS 

These are key essay questions from which you can revise - 

remember you should have a bank of essays 

Component 1 30 mark Questions: 

Democracy
Evaluate the view that direct democracy undermines representative democracy 
Evaluate the view that democracy in the UK in in urgent need of reform
Evaluate the view that pressure groups harm democracy 
Evaluate the view that direct democracy enhances representative democracy in 

the UK
Evaluate the view that pressure groups help to preserve civil liberties 
Evaluate the view that citizens can no longer feel confident that their rights in the 

UK are secure and established.
Evaluate the view that there is a democratic deficit in the UK. 
Evaluate the extent to which pressure and lobby groups wield immense influence 

on British democracy.
Evaluate the view that a greater use of direct democracy will enhance Britain’s 

representative democracy. 
Evaluate the view that there is a participation crisis in the UK. 
Evaluate the influence of think tanks, lobbyists and corporations on the UK 

democratic system. 
Evaluate the view that civil liberties are strongly protected in the UK. 
Evaluate the view that apart from referendums, a greater use of direct democracy 

would enhance UK democracy.
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 Evaluate the view that think-tanks, lobbyists and pressure groups have little 
impact on government decisions. (2019) 

Political Parties
Evaluate the view that the major parties in the UK all now occupy the centre 

ground. 
Evaluate the view that the Conservative Party has abandoned its One Nation 

principles. 
Evaluate the view that the modern Conservative Party is a Thatcherite Party
Evaluate the view that the Labour Party has returned to is core values. 
Evaluate to what extent the major parties agree on policies and ideas
Evaluate the extent to which the Labour and Conservative parties now disagree 

on policies and ideas. 
Evaluate the view that we have decisively moved away from a two-party system.
Evaluate the view that minor parties play an insignificant role in UK politics
Evaluate the argument that the state should fund all British political parties 
Evaluate the argument that a vote for the minor parties is a ‘wasted vote’. 
Evaluate the view that the minor parties only serve to capture ‘protest votes’.  
Evaluate the view that minor parties have been very successful in altering the 

policies of the two main UK parties in recent years. 
Evaluate the argument that political party success is largely down to party unity
Evaluate the extent to which political party success is due in greater part to the 

qualities of its leaders.  .
Evaluate the argument that political parties help democracy in the UK .
Evaluate the claim that ‘left’ and ‘right’ wing labels are no longer relevant in the 

British party system.
Evaluate the view that the only political parties that matter in our political system 

are the Labour and Conservative parties. (2019) 

Elections 
Evaluate the extent to which FPTP creates stable and strong governments in the 

UK
Evaluate the claim that the advantages of the first past the post voting system 

outweigh the disadvantages
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Evaluate the view that a change to the Westminster electoral system would 
improve the state of UK democracy.

Evaluate the view that proportional representation should be introduced to 
parliamentary elections in the UK. 

Evaluate the impact different electoral systems have had on voter choice and 
representation in the UK

Evaluate the view that the introduction of Proportional Representation would 
improve the chances of smaller parties. 

Evaluate the extent to which which different electoral systems used in the UK 
produce different outcomes

Evaluate the view that the introduction of Proportional Representation in the 
devolved systems has weakened the stability and unity of the United Kingdom

Evaluate the view that referendums have no place in representative democracy
Evaluate the argument that referendums cause more harm than good
Evaluate the view that the introduction of referendums since 1997 has improved 

levels of participation and public engagement with politics
Evaluate the view that a change to the electoral system in the UK would improve 

party representation and voter choice 
Evaluate the view that referendums have had a significant impact UK political life 

since 1997
Evaluate the view that the introduction of Proportional Representation would 

improve the quality of democracy in the UK
Evaluate the view that referendums have had a significant impact UK political life 

since 1997 
Evaluate the view that proportional representation would improve elections to the 

House of Commons.(2109)

Voting Behaviour and Media 
Evaluate the extent to which social factors determine voting behaviour. 
Evaluate the view that  the media is more significant than policy statements and 

manifestoes from political parties.  
Evaluate the extent to which general elections in the UK are lost by the 

government rather than won by  the opposition. 17
Evaluate the extent to which elections are never won by divided parties. 
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Evaluate the extent to which age, ethnicity and region play a decisive role in 
determining the outcome of elections.

Evaluate the view that the influence of conventional media is declining in UK 
politics. 

Evaluate the extent to which class is an important factor in influencing the 
outcome of elections 

Evaluate the argument that opinion polls should be banned during election 
campaigns. 

Evaluate the view that policies rarely win elections
 Evaluate the view that party leadership is the decisive factor in winning 

elections. 
 Evaluate the view that the outcomes of general elections are stable and 

predictable. (2019) 

Component 1 Political ideas 

Conservatism 
To what extent do conservatives agree on the economy? 
To what extent are conservatives united on the role and limits of the state? 
To what extent do conservatives have a common view on human nature? 
To what extent are conservatives unified on their view on society?
To what extent is ‘pragmatism’ the defining idea of conservatism? 
To what extent are conservatives against change? 
To what extent do conservatives believe in ‘conservation’? 
To what extent do conservatives differ on the concept of paternalism? 
To what extent is tradition a defining feature of conservatism? 

Liberalism 
To what extent do modern and classical liberals agree over the role of the state? 
To what extent do modern and classical liberals disagree over human nature?  
To what extent do liberals have a common perspective on human nature? 
To what extent do liberals have a common view of society? 
To what extent do liberals agree on the concept of freedom? 
To what extent do liberals differ on equality and social justice? 
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Socialism 
To what extent do socialists have a consistent attitude towards the state? 
To what extent do socialists have a common view of human nature? 
To what extent do socialists differ on the role of class in society? 
To what extent do socialists have different conceptions on the economy? 
To what extent do socialists differ on the notion of collectivism? 
To what extent do socialists have differing notions of equality?
To what extent are different socialists committed to ‘equality of outcome’?
 To what extent do socialists call for workers’ control? 
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